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work is entirely in Russian, and abounds in errors of nomen- 
clature, so that I cannot be quite certain. No better name 
for the Persian Nightingale could well be selected than that 
which commemorates the great poet of Shiréz. A still larger 
form of Nightingale from Turkestan has been recently de- 
scribed by Dr. Cabanis as L. golzii (Journ. f. Ornith, 1873, 

p. 79). 

13. Saxicola kingi, Hume, is apparently identical with S. 
curysopyera, De Filippi. . 


14. I agree with Mr. Hume in considering Lanius arena- 
rius, Blyth, the same as L. isabellinus, H. & E. 

15. Emberiza cerruti, De Filippi (1865, Viaggio in Persia, 
p. 13, note) is E. nurroni, Blyth (1849). E. shah (Bon. 
Consp. Gen. Av. 1. p. 465), to which Gray, in his Hand-list, 


refers E. cerrutii, appears to me to be the Persian form of E. 
hortulana. 


16. The pale Eagle Owl from Kuli, noticed by Mr. Hume 
in ‘Stray Feathers’ (vol. i. p. 315), and for which, if con- 
sidered distinct, he proposes the name of Bubo hemachalana, 
is very probably the same as B. sibiricus, Eversmann, figured 
in Gray’s ‘Genera of Birds’ (pl. xiii.) under the name of B. 
cinereus. Itmay probably be separable as a distinct race from 
B. maximus, and appears to have a wide range in Asia. I 
have a specimen shot by Major St. John near Shiraz, in 
Persia. Its occurrence in the Himalayas is mentioned by 
Sclater, P. Z. S. 1860, p. 99, and again in the Appendix to Jer- 
don’s ‘ Birds of India’ (vol. ii. p. 870). 


VII.—Remarks on the Birds of Juan Fernandez and Mas-a- 
fuera. By Evwyn C. Rup, of the National Museum of 
Santiago. 

J HAVE just read an interesting article by Mr. Sclater in ‘The 

Ibis’ for 1871, on the land-birds of Juan Fernandez and 

Masa-a-fuera, and wish to make a few observations upon it. 
These islands, of volcanic origin, are situated, the former 

380, and the latter 450 miles from the coast of Chili. 
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I first visited Juan Fernandez in September 1870, m a 
small steamer chartered by myself and some friends for the 
purpose. We remained but three days on the island; and as 
I saw that good work might be done there, I requested the 
Chilian government to send me over again in a man-of-war. 
This was done in 1872, when I stayed in Juan Fernandez 
twenty days, and, being aided by two good assistants, made 
as complete investigations as possible into the zoology, botany, 
and geology of the island. I intend shortly to publish the 
results of this voyage. 

I have never been to Mas-a-fuera; but as I lana all the 
collectors that have been there during the last ten years, J 
have heard all that they have ascertained on the subject. 

On Juan Fernandez six species of land-birds occur, viz. :— 


. TURDUS FALKLANDICUS. 
. ANERETES FERNANDEZIANUS, Phil. 


. EUSTEPHANUS GALERITUS, Mol. 


1 
2 
3 
4. EUSTEPHANUS FERNANDENSIS, King. 
5. TINNUNCULUS SPARVERIUS. 

6 


. OTUS BRACHYOTUS. 


Turdus falklandicus is common, and offers no difference in 
plumage; but my collector fancied that its voice was slightly 
different from that of Chilian individuals. 

As regards A. fernandezianus, I consider the figure of this 
species, l. $. c. pl. viii. fig. 1, very bad; the crest is too short 
and badly coloured, while the feathers on the back of the neck 
are elevated in a very curious and unnatural manner. This 
species is moderately common, hopping about the twigs like 
a Parus. On two occasions I saw one catch a moth, of the 
genus Leucania, on the wing; but its principal food consists 
of larvae and small Diptera, which are very abundant on the 
island. I found one hanging dead from a spider’s web; but 
how it got there and why it did not escape I cannot say. 
This species has not been found, and probably does not occur, 
on Mas-a-fuera, 
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Eustephanus fernandensis is a very strong bird. It hovers 
over flowers, then darts away like an arrow to a distance of 
several hundred yards; J have never seen any other small 
bird fly so rapidly. It feeds principally from the beautiful 
purple flowers of the Citharexylon. It has a loud shrill cry. 
I dissected all the specimens that I shot, and found that in 
all cases the red birds were males, and the green females. 

Eustephanus galeritus is by no means common. I shot but 
some half a dozen specimens, and found that they differed in 
no way from specimens living on the continent. 

Of Tinnunculus sparverius all specimens that I have seen 
from the island are cinnamon-coloured, and must be referred 
to the Falco cinnamominus, Swains., a form also common in 
Peru, but rare in Chile. | 

Of Otus brachyotus a pair had a nest in the face of an in- 
accessible cliff, which I discovered by the pellets beneath. 
I shot the male, which differed in nothing from specimens 
from Chile. 

I believe no other species of land-bird occurs on the island, 
or I should certainly have seen it. So we have two species 
peculiar to the island, and four that are widely distributed on 
the mainland. 

I found one sea-bird building, or rather excavating, its nest 
on the island, viz. Thalassæca glacialoides. This Petrel had 
some hundreds of nests on a slope; and I was rather astonished 
the first time I passed that way to hear a peculiar, short, growl- 
ing bark that appeared to proceed from the bowels of the earth. 
On digging up a burrow, I found at some 6 feet from the 
surface a pair of birds but no eggs. Idug up some six nests, 
found a pair of birds in each, but could not find any eggs. 
All the specimens found were adults ; and why they spend the 
day in their eggless nests I do not know. 

I shot a stray specimen of Spheniscus humboldti; but I be- 
heve this species does not breed there. 

The birds of Mas-a-fuera, so far as I know them, are the 
following :— 


1. TURDUS FALKLANDICUS. 
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2. OxYURUS MASAFUERZ. 

3. CINCLODES FUSCUS. 

4, EUSTEPHANUS LEYBOLDI, Gould. 
5. BUTEO ERYTHRONOTUS. 


But not having been there I cannot affirm that other species 
do not occur. 

I believe the Buzzard has been attracted by and feeds on 
the domestic cats with which the island swarms. These cats 
having been introduced by former settlers, have increased 
and multiplied amazingly : they have taken to the bush, eaten 
up all the goats, and now live upon fish and young seals, and 
in their turn furnish food to the Buteo. 


VIII.— Notes on some European and Asiatic Eagles. 
By W. Epwin Brooks, C.E., Dinapore. 


My friend the Rev. Dr. Tristam has lent me an African ex- 
ample of Aquila nevioides, Cuv., in characteristic tawny plu- 
mage, upon which I wish to offer a few remarks. 

1. It is totally distinct from the Indian species which has 
hitherto borne that name. The references to this Indian 
species in ‘The Ibis’ are :—July 1868, pp. 351, 352; April 
1870, p. 290; July 1870, p. 423; April 1871, p. 245; Octo- 
ber 1871, p. 479; and October 1872, pp. 472, 473. It is also 
described in Mr. Hume’s ‘ Rough Notes,’ P: 168, as the young 
of Aquila nevia. 

2. Aquila nevioides is not a round-nostrilled Marsh-Hegle, 
like the Indian bird and like the other two Marsh-Kagles, 
A. nevia and.A. hastata, but is a long-nostrilled Eagle, with 
vertical nostrils, like A. vindhiana, A. bifasciata, and A. 
moguntk. 

3. Its tail is a greyish ie one, like that of A. vind- 
hiana; and altogether its affinities are with this last-named 
sara ; but its mode of coloration is distinct, and very much 
more handsome in every way. In the tawny stage it has even 
a more distinct black eyebrow than the Indian species called 


